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Message from the Chief 

 
 

Sir James Grant of Grant, Lord Strathspey. 
 

Dear Kinsmen, 
 
The year is drawing to a close and yet again one wonders where 
the time has gone. No doubt our hard working members on the 
International Gathering Committee are wishing it would slow 
down a little. I am sure it will be a great success – and I look 
forward to welcoming old friends and making new ones from 
around the world. 
 
The Gathering this year was a little down in numbers – to be 
expected – but this was not at all noticeable as it appeared to be 
busy both during the day and in the evening. Those that attended 
were more than enthusiastic, I am pleased to relate. 
 
With the festive season fast approaching, I would like to wish you 
all the merriest of Christmases and a happy, peaceful, and above 
all healthy New Year. 
 
Your Kinsman and Chief 
 
Strathspey 
Standfast Craigellachie! November 2019 
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Message from the Chief

Dear Kinsmen

Thinking of you all in these troubling times. We will be very sorry
to miss you now that the International for this year has had to be 
cancelled, but we will look forward to happier times.

Judy and I have been shielding at the Manse and we are both well. 
We send our best wishes to you and your families and hope that 
you all are safe and well too.

Your Kinsman and Chief

Strathspey

Standfast Craigellachie!

Regulars
2. Society Council Members
3. Message from the Chief
4. Letter from the Chairman

Sir James Grant of Grant, Lord Strathspey.

The Chief, Standard Bearers, Chieftains and Clan Marching to the Nethy 
Bridge Games

Features
6. Way in to Instagram Page



Standfast – Autumn/Winter 2019 – Issue MK54 

4 

Letter from the Chairman – November 2019 

Dear Fellow Members, 
 
Greetings to you all 
I had hoped to be able to tell you 
that all the details of the 2020 
International Gathering 
Programme are all now neatly in 
place, however the ‘best-laid 
schemes o’ mice an’ men gang aft 
agley’ to quote Robert Burns or in 
my case, ‘things don’t turn out the 
way we originally planned them’.   
   The important bits are sorted as 
you will see from the Updated 
Draft Programme on p.17, but 
there are still quite a lot of bits and 
pieces to get in place. 
 
2020 Committee 
Judy, Andy, Heide, Tim, Peggy 
and me, duly met the day after the 
Games to look at where we had got 
to so far with the plans.  I had been 
to Aultmore just before the Games 
weekend to see about plans for the 
Clan Dinner and Ceilidh.  This 
turned out to be more complicated 
than I had hoped. It was made 
clear to me that the maximum 
number of people (including 
catering staff) was 150 which was a 
bit difficult to contemplate, as we 
may well have more people 
coming, and the last thing we 
would want to do, is to turn 
anyone away. 
   Furthermore, the costs of the 
marquee and the catering once all 
the additional factors came into 
place, was astronomical and we 
would be in the position of having 
to charge far more for the evening 
than we think would be fair.  We 
agreed that I would speedily look 
for alternatives which I have done. 
 
Clan Dinner and Ceilidh 
This will not take place at 
Aultmore as we had originally 
planned, but will be at the 
Macdonald Resort Aviemore in 
the Peregrine Suite beneath the 
Hill of Craigellachie – so in Grant  

Country.  I am due to pay them a 
visit in the new year. It looks very 
nice, has excellent facilities and 
they have given us a very 
competitive price.  Andy and 
Heide (2020 committee 
members) have hired coaches to 
take us to/from Grantown and 
Nethybridge so there will be no 
problem getting there and back 
after a dram or two. 
 
Monarch of the Glen Tour 
2020 
This is likely to be a very popular 
outing, but I am afraid that we 
will only have the maximum of 50 
places on offer.  Tim and I are 
trying to work out the fairest way 
of distributing these places and 
have not come up with a solution 
quite yet, but we are working on 
it. 
 
Rest of 2020 Programme 
As I said above I have not been 
able to get all the exact details of 
all the Programme in place as it 
has not been possible yet to tie 
people down to exact dates etc, 
but the basic outline is in place – 
that is we have a Programme from 
Friday 7th August until the 
evening of Thursday 13th August, 
so worry not.  Rather than leaving 
everything until the Summer 
edition of Standfast which would 
be too late – we plan to send you 
an update in the Spring.  This will 
only mean that we have done a bit 
of tweaking of the Programme 
that I outlined in the first place 
and will not affect the overall 
plan.  This leads me on to a 
request which is: 
 
Numbers Please 
We have not asked you to book 
anything yet, but given that we 
need to give the coach companies, 
who are driving us to the clan 
dinner, the numbers by April 
2020, Kim and I would be MOST  

grateful if you could start letting 
us know how many of you are 
planning to come to 2020, even if 
you have already booked to stay at 
Aultmore.  We need to get names 
and numbers of people so we can 
get a clear idea of what we are 
trying to cater for.  I am afraid that 
we will have to make cut off dates 
– April 2020 seems reasonable to 
us – as it will get more and more 
difficult to book anything in 
August as this is the busiest time 
of year for visitors in Scotland. 
 
It would also be REALLY helpful 
to know what you are interested 
in, even if it is not on the 
programme as yet – particularly if 
it is anything to do with water and 
that does not mean the alcoholic 
brown variety! 
 
Payment Cut Off Date 
The 2020 Committee had quite a 
discussion about whether or not to 
charge an administration fee for 
the event and it was decided in the 
end that if we did, it would 
penalise those of you who are not 
planning to join in all the events.  
However, we did agree that 
payment in full for everything 
must be made by 31st May 2020. 
 
Community Engagement in 
Strathspey 
One of the things that has become 
very clear to me, not just in my 
role as Chairman of Clan Grant 
UK, but also in my other role as 
Vice Chair of the Association of 
Highland Clans and Societies, is 
the importance of trying to engage 
with any local community where 
clans have traditionally been 
based.  In our case this is mainly 
in Strathspey. 
 
Although many of us do not live in 
Scotland, I am sure we want to feel 
a sense of belonging and kinship 
to where we came from, in  

'Dear Clan Grant Members and Well Wishers - Greetings from Monymusk

You will not need me to tell you 
what challenging times we are 
going through and how 'the best 
laid plans o'mice and men gang 
aft awry' (Thank you Robbie 
Burns). As you know we had 
planned to have a wonderful 
International this year and we 
were getting to grips with the 
finer details in March when 
Covid 19 struck and everything 
went out of the window. Like 
most of us I am sure it was not 
clear at the beginning what we 
could or could not plan for, 
hence the delay at being able to 
formally let you all know what 
was happening.

Our wonderful Membership 
Secretary and Standfast Editor 
Kim Todd, is unfortunately on 
furlough at the moment so we 
are not able to put together our 
usual Standfast magazine until I 
figure out a different way of 
doing it. Furthermore, until a 
week or so ago, my husband  Sir 
Archie and I had to radically 
change the way we do things on 
the Estate, as we brought his 92 
year old mother up here to 
shield her from the virus plus 
having to take on a lot of tasks 
that are usually done by others. 

This is the reason why you have 
not heard from me for so long 
and I apologise for this, but 
some things had to be shelved as 
I am sure you will understand. I 
have decided instead, to write 
this Newsletter to keep you all in 
the picture as a stopgap while we 
are rethinking what we can do.

Sadly, the Clan Grant UK 
Society's Council decided to 
cancel this year's International 
and in view of the uncertainty of 
air travel especially, we are not 
planning to try and postpone it 
to next year or even the year 
after for the moment. We hope 
instead that the Nethy Games 
will go ahead next year anyway 
and hope to be able, with your 
ideas and collaboration, to have 
something that fits in with them. 
This would mean that if there 
were people who would be able 
to come to them, that we could 
still have a celebration even if it 
was in a more minor key.

However, all is not gloom and 
doom and we are working on 
some ideas that will keep the 
spirit of the Clan alive and well 
and in keeping with this strange 
new world.

I am delighted to tell you that 
the good Sir Patrick is working 
hard on plans for Duthil and 
when he and his trustees are 
ready you will be informed of 
what they propose. He is hoping 
to make Duthil an exemplar of 
what clan centres can be.

Tim Atkinson, our Parade 
Marshal, has set up an 
Instagram account with pictures 
that should interest you all. You 
can find it below. I believe 
that some of you have already 
found it and it is very 
entertaining.

We are also thinking of setting 
up some virtual clan experiences 
which would be available to 
members and which could be 
sent out to those of you who are 
not computer savvy!  Such as 
making a video of what you 
might expect to see on a visit for 
example.

We are also looking at 
freshening up our Clan website 
and Tim has been pointing me 
in the direction of what some 
other clans are doing - some 
of which look well worth 
copying.
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however small a way.  So, with this 
in mind, the Society has been 
doing its best to build bridges 
between us and the local 
community in Strathspey.  The 
Chief and the previous Chairmen, 
Sir Patrick and Sir Archie, with 
help from their assistants, 
established The Gathering at 
Nethybridge as a Clan Grant 
Gathering; this was not always the 
case. 
   We took part in the Grantown 
Centenary Celebrations in 2015 
and have made excellent links 
with Grantown and its museum. 
 
In order to continue this process, I 
am delighted to report that we 
have donated a new computer this 
year to the museum. They have set 
up a research room for visitors 
with the help of our good friends, 
Dr Steve Goodall and Dan 
Cottam, the museum’s director.  
We don’t have any pictures of it 
yet, but I hope to rectify this in 
good time. 
 
Another thing we have done is to 
commission a very special trophy 
from Clan Grant which will be a  

top trophy for the Fiddler of 
Strathspey Festival – see article 
on p.29. 
 
Ceilidh Band Monadh Ruadh 
from Fèis Spè 
A further part of our community 
involvement, is that this year we 
were very happy to welcome again 
the young players from Fèis Spè 
who are now a year older and that 
much more confident as musicians 
– it was lovely to see them again – 
they did a wonderful job.  They 
were accompanied by no less than 
Charlie McKerron the fiddler from 
the famous Gaelic Band, 
Capercaillie.  This was a great 
honour and you will be glad to 
hear that we have booked the band 
for 2020, where I am sure they 
will do us proud. 
 
Logo Competition 
Sadly, we have had no response so 
far in spite of our best efforts to 
engage with local schools and 
young people’s groups such as 
Scouts and Guides, so it is unlikely 
that we will succeed here, but you 
can’t win them all and we are 
doing fine in every other way. 

Duthil 
Sir Patrick and the Trustees are 
powering on – mainly Sir Patrick. 
He tells me that work is in 
progress, which it definitely is, but 
he is not ready to say much more 
at the moment. The Chief however 
will be more than happy to show 
visitors around during the week if 
he has time. 
 
Mugs and Tote Bags 
After some miscalculations it 
seemed to Andy the Treasurer and 
me, that the most sensible way of 
managing the sale of these is to 
encourage any visitors to buy 
them from the Grantown 
Museum, where they are on sale, 
and I will keep a small stock for 
any overseas postal requests. 
 
So it just 
remains for 
me to wish 
you all the 
best for 
Christmas 
and New Year 
from the Elves 
who are still working their magic 
for 2020! 
 

Notes from the Vice Chairman 
After an enjoyable and pleasant 
trip to the 2019 Abernethy Games 
and the Gathering, returning 
home to the usual domestic round 
of tasks is somewhat of an anti-
climax! 
 
There was a good turnout of 
members with a sprinkling of 
overseas visitors to add flavour to 
both days. There was also a near 
record crowd and the weather 
gods smiled on us. 
    
I was cheered by the contents 
describing the 2020 International 
Gathering Programme in the last 
edition of Standfast and I look 
forward to participating in the 
events. I know that the timetable 
is provisional for now and it has  

involved a great deal of time and 
work by the Council members in 
Strathspey. Let’s hope that the 
plans come to fruition and attract 
many members, friends and public 
to join in. 
 
At the Sunday AGM, we were 
given a preview of possible 
directions in which the Society 
might proceed.  Again much work 
and discussion must take place 
before a general announcement 
can be made to the members. We 
must ensure that what is planned 
can be achieved. As expected the 
main work load will fall on the 
shoulders of those in Strathspey 
and the remote ones such as 
myself will help whenever 
required. 

Reflecting on my own involvement 
in the Clan and the Society, when 
asked by people in the south about 
my interest, there is usually a 
quizzical raising of the eyebrows.  
Generally, most questioners do 
not have a feeling of kinship, 
except with direct relatives. Mostly 
there is no real understanding that 
the clan system provides a 
community. So at the next 
Gathering in 2020, we shall be 
able to celebrate our good fortune. 
 
I wish you all a Happy Christmas 
and a Good New Year and hope to 
see many clansfolk at the Games 
and Gathering next year. 
 
Don Grant, Autumn 2019 

On a personal note - one of the 
things that has kept me sane has 
been the possibility of finally 
getting to grips with getting my 
head around Scottish Gaelic.  
When I was eleven years old the 
family moved to Dublin and the 
learning of Irish was 
compulsory in schools there.  As 
I had more or less finished my 
primary education, I did not 
have to do it and thought at the 
time that this was great.  My 
brothers, being much younger, 
did learn Irish and on that basis 
have a much better 
understanding of Gaelic, which 
is similar to Irish and a head 
start which I have learned to 
regret!  Sir Patrick is an 
excellent Gaelic speaker. On my 
part, I have long been frustrated 
at not being able to understand 
or pronounce the language of 
my own country.  I had a go at 
finding something on Spotify 
which was all right, but Sir 
Patrick put me on to Duolingo, 
a language teaching app you can 
get on your phone and which is 
free!!  For the complete 
beginner like me it is great fun 
and easy to fit in to your day and 
I highly recommend it to get you 
started if you fancy having a go.

This brings me to a place where I 
would like on our behalf to thank 
those good people who have 

continued to give us support in 
this difficult time.

Merv and Wendy Grant in 
Australia and Don Grant in 
England who gave me helpful 
advice and counsel in the 
beginning of all of this when I 
could not see where this was all 
going.

Sir Patrick's wife Lady Helen, 
who terrier like, made sure that 
we we able to get back the 
Society's funds and your 
deposits that we had spent 
in anticipation of the coming 
International which had to be 
abandoned.

Andy Grant, our Treasurer who 
has carried on with his duties 
regardless and who will have 
been in touch with you if you 
had booked a place at Aultmore.

Tim Atkinson, our Parade 
Marshal, who set up the 
Instagram Account and 
tirelessly searches for 
interesting things to put on it. 
Not only that, he has is bursting 
with ideas for the future.

Many thanks to Adrian Moar, 
the Web Designer who created 
the Visitors website for us, who 
has produced this newsletter 
for you as I would have been 

completely stuck if he was not 
able to do this.

The Chief and Judy for being 
there and being so supportive 
and who send you all their very 
good wishes.

And finally my apologies once 
again if you have recently joined 
Clan Grant and we have not 
acknowledged it. As I mentioned 
earlier my administrative system 
is not working properly and we 
will be in touch as soon as we 
can.

My very best wishes to you all 
and hoping that you are keeping 
safe and well.

Fiona Grant
Chairman Clan Grant Society UK'
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